Agreement between the Presbytery of Baltimore
and the Kaqchikel Presbytery, Chimaltenango, Guatemala

(Final Draft – 10-07)
The Presbytery of Baltimore and the Kaqchikel Presbytery of Guatemala hereby enter into a Presbyterian Partnership based on the Principles governing Bilateral Relationships between the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. and the Kaqchikel Presbytery of Guatemala.

Since 1989 the Baltimore Presbytery and the Kaqchikel Presbytery have been sharing mission.  The foundation of this relationship is rooted in the scriptures; specifically: 

Ephesians 4:4-6,  “There is one body and one Spirit, as there is one hope held out in God’s call to you; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and father of all who is over all, through all, and in all.”

The parties desire to continue and renew the partnership relationship for the fulfillment of our mutual mission with churches and faith communities within our respective Presbyteries, and to share mutually the riches of our countries.

In brotherhood and sisterhood there will be a greater sharing which will not only express and demonstrate the unity of the Church, but will engage the parties in the mission of the Church in new and creative ways.

The parties seek, through this partnership, to continue an exchange with dialog which will foster an understanding of the reality of both of our countries so that reciprocal ministry can be established.  All mission pursuits will be determined by the mutual consent of the respective Presbyteries acting through that person or those persons authorized and/or commissioned to act on behalf of his or her Presbytery

.

In order to restate and formalize this commitment beginning in 2008, continuing through 2013, the parties refer to the policy statement set by the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. for the Presbytery with Overseas Churches, attached hereto as Appendix A.


1.  So that this relationship might continue to flourish, the parties agree:


      A.  To identify specific programs or projects in which co-operative involvement 



of youth and adults can be accomplished;  See Letter of Intent, Appendix B.

      B.  To facilitate congregational exchange of people and ideas between the two



 Presbyteries under their joint guidance;


      C.  To name a person and/or committee to be the chief contact between the two



 bodies. 


2.  Both Presbyteries offer to bring to the relationship with each other:


      A.  The skills and talents of our faith communities, both clergy and lay persons; 


      B.  The opportunity for U.S and Guatemalan adults and youth to work, study,



 dialog, and share faith stories based upon our spiritual foundations.


      




        -1-


      C.  A sharing of our cultural traditions within the realities of Guatemala and North 

            America today; 

      D.  A willingness to be in mutual mission with churches, faith communities, and



congregations from the Body of Christ worldwide as per our respective Books of



Order [North American Book of Order, Sections G3 & G4; Guatemalan Book of Order, Chpt.2, 



Section 1];


      E.  Aid in making contact with those appropriate parts of the governments which



are considering actions that affect Guatemala and the mission of the



Presbyterian Church in Guatemala.

3.  Both parties understand that:

      A.  They will negotiate the cost of the partnership activities with each party bearing



 its share of the cost;


     B.  There will be a periodic review to evaluate the progress of the partnership and



to plan future opportunities for co-operative ministry and mission.


     Presbytery of Baltimore



Presbytery of the Kaqchikel

By _______________________________

By ____________________________

          Executive Presbyter





   President

_____________





___________

        Date






      Date
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Appendix A
How Presbyterians Do Mission in Partnership
Policy statement adopted by the 212th General Assembly, June 2000  

The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. seeks to engage the church in faithful and vital global mission.

As Christians, we understand “mission” to be God’s work – centered in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and made real through the active and leading power of the Holy Spirit – for the world God loves.  The where, how, and with whom of mission is of God’s initiative, sovereign action, and redeeming grace.

As Presbyterians, we do mission in partnership.  With the maturing of the Church and the nations around the world, we have in recent decades sought to be more intentional in our mission through “partnership.”  We understand “partnership in mission” to be that disciplined approach that assumes that goals can be best accomplished by joining hands with those that share a common vision.  Partnership in mission involves two or more organizations who agree to submit themselves to a common task or goal – mutually receiving and giving and surrounded by prayer so that God’s work can be more fully accomplished.  

Theologically and biblically, partnership is based upon the fundamental belief that God’s desire for the world is greater than any one church can possibly comprehend or envision.  God’s purpose for us in mission is fulfilled as different and differing communities - Christian, secular, and other faith communities – find common ground and are brought together in mutual submission and commitment to serve the people and the world God created. 

(Phil.2:5-11). 

In mission, there must be an awareness that partnership demands all partners seek:

· to answer God’s call in mission;

· opportunities for initiatives in mission by any partner, not one-sided efforts;

· mutual respect, not paternalism;

· to be independent (self-propagating, self supporting, self-governing) church partners

with a mission vision , not dependent churches focused on survival;

· interdependent partnerships that are of benefit to all parties, not one-sided, dependent 

relationships;

· mutuality, not one-way mission;

· opportunities and recognition for the “least of these”, not exploitation to the benefit of

           the more powerful;

· a growing web of partnerships, not of exclusive sets or private domain;

· to move to action together in mutual partnership, not simply to establish an ecumenical 

relationship;

· to meet the holistic needs of churches and people(s), not serve narrow agendas;

· open dialog, prophetic challenge, and mediation of differences, not coercive or 

manipulative imposition of solutions.
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Appendix B
Letter of Intent Stating Yearly Goals & Goal-Evaluations of Partnership, 2008

The Baltimore Presbytery USA and the Kaqchikel Presbytery of Guatemala

1. To identify specific programs or projects in which cooperative involvement of youth and

       adults can be accomplished:

1A.  Faith in Action:


            Continue to work together to carry forward existing programs in health care,



 education, and economic opportunity.  Discussions will commence with the
   

 objective of making these programs financially sustainable within the Kaqchikel



 community.


1B.  Spiritual Formation:



Study biblical passages daily when together and when visiting communities.


Facilitate outreach to children in communities.



Engage in corporate worship and partaking of sacraments together.



Prepare & present a “Time for Children” at corporate worship in Guatemala



Share & practice spiritual disciplines between partners.

1C.  Education & Training of Pastors in the Kaqchikel Presbytery



Make provision to hire a religious educator to work with all churches in the


Kaqchikel Presbytery. 


Provide encouragement and opportunity for Bible study groups to form with the



communities, facilitating the training of Bible study group leaders.  CEDEPCA is



a willing and viable source for training.



Establish levels of seminary training and guidelines for ordination of pastors to



lead established congregations and shepherd anticipated new churches.

 
Baltimore to establish two seminary scholarships for Kaqchikel men or women



per year to attend the Latin American Biblical University in Guatemala City



offered through CEDEPCA at a annual cost of about $450 plus transportation. 



Baltimore will advocate General Assembly for scholarships for pastoral students



whose theological studies require short periods of study in Costa Rica.



The Kaqchikel Presbytery may choose to engage CEDEPCA to hold Latin 



American Biblical University classes in Chimaltenango for 10 or more 

           students at a time through the Technical-Theological School of the



Kaqchikel Presbytery.  Dialog with Karla Koll and other CEDEPCA educators


to begin Kaqchikel adult seminary education.
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1D.  Build churches out of pastorless, “affiliated communities” as per Kaqchikel 


        Presbytery’s  designation

2.   Facilitate congregational exchange of people and ideas between presbyteries under

      mutual guidance by exploring available resources and inviting available resource

      persons to participate in the outlined activities.

3.  Name the persons to be the primary task contacts for the two bodies, encouraging direct

     communication between mutually-tasked contacts. 

4.    Both presbyteries offer to bring to the relationship with each other in the following 

       year: 


4A.   A renewed commitment to the existing programs in health care, education, and

                  economic opportunity;

4B.  Skills and talents of clergy and laity;

4C.  Opportunities for mutual work, study, sharing our faith stories, and dialog at the


        adult and youth level;

4D.  Mutual sharing of our cultural traditions within the realities of our respective


       countries;

4E.  A willingness to be in mutual mission with churches, congregations, and faith

      communities from the Body of Christ, worldwide;

4F.  Aid in contacting the appropriate parts of governments which are considering


      actions that affect Guatemala and the mission of the Synod in Guatemala,
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